Here are some activities you could do together as a family, begin with the story and then do as
many or as few as you like, in any order.

Today we will be exploring the
story of Samson and the Riddle
You can find it in your Bible in:
Read the story together – choose
a Bible translation or children’s
story version which best suits your
group.

The book of Judges is a story full of cycles. Over
and over God’s people turn from Him to
worship false gods, when their enemies attack,
they call on God for help. Throughout the book
of Judges God raises up individuals (judges) to
lead his people and defeat their enemies.

A question for adults to ask children.
Why do you think Samson’s wife told people the answer to
the riddle?
Samson’s wife was being pressurised by everybody at the
feast to find out the answer to the riddle. They knew that if
they didn’t find out the answer, they would have to provide
thirty linen shirts and thirty changes of clothes for Samson. As
Christians we can choose to follow Jesus’ example and live our
lives in a way that is honest and kind. If others put pressure
on us to behave a certain way or to say or do things we know
are wrong we can choose to say know and live in a way that
pleases God.

Dear God,
Thank you for the story of
Samson who you filled with your
Spirit. Help us to dedicate our
lives to you so that you can use
us.
Help us to make wise choices
and to live in obedience to you.
Give us strength to say no when
people ask us to do things that
we know are wrong.
Thank you that just like your
people during the time of
Judges when we call on you, you
always hear our prayers and
bring us through difficult times.
Amen

A question for children to ask adults.
What is the hardest question you have ever been asked?

How good are your family at riddles?
Use the riddle quiz on page 3 to find out!

Try to learn this verse together, you could come up with some actions to help you
remember it or decorate a copy and put it up somewhere you can see it during the week.

Samson defeated thirty of his enemies and
claimed their shirts, it’s not a great example
to follow! Jesus in contrast told us to pray
for others, even those who we might
consider to be our enemies. Can you think of
thirty people in your life that you could pray
for this week? They could be friends from
your class, members of your church,
colleagues from work or even people who
have hurt you in the past.
Here are some creative ideas for how you
could pray for them.
• Print and colour our shirt prayer
challenge sheet, write names on the
shirts. Colour in each shirt and pray for
the person named on it.
• Write a list of names together, take it in
turns to shout out a name to add to the
list. Then cut up the list and put all the
names in a bowl. Take it in turns to pull
out a name and pray for that person.
• Pause inside your top as you are
putting it on each morning and
pray for somebody. Do the same
thing when you put on your
pyjamas at the end of the day, or
when you put on or take off a
jumper. Before you know it you
will have prayed for thirty people!

Like Samson’s wife in the story, we may all
experience pressure from others to do something we
know is wrong. This story might be a good
opportunity to remind older children that they have
freedom to make their own choices. We can choose
to say no to activities or behaviours that don’t match
up to the standards that God has for us.
If somebody asks you to do something which you are
unsure about or know is wrong, then say no. 1 Peter
3 v 15 reminds us to “respect Christ as the holy Lord
in your hearts.” it continues “always be ready to
answer everyone who asks you to explain about the
hope you have, but answer in a gentle way and with
respect.” Explaining why we choose not to take part
in some activities can be a good opportunity to share
our faith with others.
A good friend will respect your decision. If somebody
reacts badly or gets angry at your choice, it is usually
a sign that it was not a good or wise activity to begin
with.

Play a game of sleeping lions. Everybody lies
down, who can stay the quietest and most still
for the longest?
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Doves are a symbol of peace and a reminder of
God’s promises. You could add your own prayers

A barber

A bank

Your shadow

A piano

A hole

A secret

Your name

A candle

A sponge

Think of thirty different people to pray for – write their names on the
shirts. Colour in each shirt and pray for the person named on it.
Can you pray for all thirty people by the end of the week?
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